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spent with her son (1916-1922), she however picked up-
(through listening to his conversation and watching.
his conduct) all the important truths which he generally
imparted to his devotees to prepare them for salvation..
She thus began to see things in a new light. She assumed
the KashaycL robe and dispassionately performed the rites
of hospitality at the Asram. By a course of good work
and holy company, the old tendencies (vasanas) were
gradually removed. Then for two or three years towards
her end she had attacks of illness, which also gave her
increased strength of mind and prepared her for parting:

with life with ease. The Swami attended on her con-
stantly with remarkable devotion, often losing sleep and
rest at night right up to her end.

It was in Vykasi of Dundubhi corresponding to May
1922, that AlagammaFs illness became serious. Medi-
cines were administered and attention bestowed. The-
Swami was constantly at her bedside. On Vysakhabahula
Navami the end appeared to be near. Whatever the-
Swami and his disciples could do had been done. Now
Nature was taking her own course, and human effort had
nothmg more to achieve. So Maharshi, a masterhand at
passive endurance, with stoic reliance on the Doctrine of
Karma, * still performed his last offices, fully conscious
that nothing could save the life that had reached its fated
term. His only duty now was to soothe the mother's
breast and give her such spiritual aid as her closing hours
would permit her to receive. His right hand was on her
heaving breast (heaving with Urdhva. Svasa, the violent
gasps that betoken the close of life) and his left was on

* Cf. supra, where he preached to his mother resignation to
Fate.